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Synopsis

The year is 1973, and Nani is firmly established as one of the top girls in the State Beach lineup.
SheA¢a -4,¢s looking forward to a long, relaxing summer of days spent in the sun with her surfer
boyfriend, and to secret nights with Rox, the lineupA¢a -4,¢s queen supreme. But when surf god
Nigel breaks her heart, and Rox reveals a secret that tears their friendshipA¢a -4 +and the
lineupAga -4 ~apart, Nani is left to pick up the pieces. If she canA¢a -4,¢t recruit new Honey Girls
to the lineup, the friends will lose their reputation as the beachA¢a -4,¢s top babes. With the
summer spiraling out of control, Nani starts to question everything sheA¢a -4,¢s always believed
about how to rule the beach. Maybe itA¢a -4,¢s time to leave the rules behind, starting with the

most important one: Girls donA¢a -4,¢t surf.
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Customer Reviews

Lisa Freeman started her work as an actor and has been in numerous TV productions and films (Mr.
Mom and Back to the Future | & |l to name a few). She performed at the Comedy Store, which lead
to her writing career in radio and spoken word. Freeman has a BA in liberal studies and Creative
Writing, an MFA in Fiction, and a certificate in Pedagogy in Writing from Antioch University. She is

also the author of Honey Girl and lives in Santa Monica, California.

Great continuation of Honey Girl. | grew up in the same era and it’s a bit nostalgic for me. However,

the story is



Riptide Summer continues where Honey Girl left off and features all the great observations on
growing up in 1970s Los Angeles. Those who enjoyed the first book will likely find a similar love in
this second book for that reason. And although this feels like anb ending to the series, | can’t say |
would be disappointed if Nani’s story continued.Story: Nani continues to settle into the Southern
California surf scene, always mindful of the ’rules’ but also willing to make her own. Previously
content to be a minion and not a leader, she is finding that she doesn’t agree with how her group is
run and is starting to consider becoming a leader herself. But with trouble still at home with her
alcoholic mother and visitors from the islands bringing their own sad news, Nani will soon be forced
to make some hard choices on what she really wants from her life now that she is almost an
adult.Riptide Summer contains fewer of the 1970s observations and a lot more of life
considerations. Author Freeman really nails the uncertainty of the teen years - from the new and
uncertain young recruits into the "honey girl’ group to the older teens and life choices they are being
forced to make now that they are expected to be adults. It all feels so authentic, even perhaps a bit
innocent, in that time before internet and cell phones. None of the teens in the book are smarter
than they should be - and they make really dumb mistakes and misjudgments that hit really sad
notes of accuracy. From teen pregnancy to breaking up, frenemies and rivals.Nani’s relationships
continue to morph - from her conflicted relationships with Nigel and Rox to how she deals
with/handles the new girls in her group on the beach. The core of this second book is maturity and
perspective as the teens are/aren’t groomed by their parents or each other for adulthood. In
contrast, the first book was about fitting in and finding one’s place in the world.In all, a very
enjoyable read and a real breath of fresh air in the YA genre. We always say that things were
different in the past - this series really nails so much of things have changed for the modern teen.

Reviewed from an advance reader copy provided by the publisher.
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